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Contact Us

We have been celebrating the publication of
a suite of reports on state of the Estuary and
its rivers. The most significant report “analy-
sis of water quality data from 1992-2006”
contains all the water quality data collected
over the previous 15 years with critical analysis of the results. The most
important part of the report stated that the long term median value for silt content
of the Heathcote River was 10g/m3.

The significance of this is huge because it sets a measured level of contaminat-
ing silt in the river. This puts a dimension on the usually dimensionless claim
that the effects of a discharge will “less than minor” when applicants are
describing how there are no impediments to the granting of their resource
consent.

As it was explained to me, resource consent commissioners can only deal
with the evidence presented at the hearing. It is now very difficult for applicants
to claim the effects of their discharge on the river will be less than minor if the silt
content of any discharge exceeds 10g/m3. And it is now possible to make the
statement that the effects of the discharge will be greater than less than minor
when a silt content of 10g/m3 is exceeded.

Silt is the predominant component of the soils in the area, it is easily mobilised
by wind and water when left exposed, it chokes rivers when allowed to wash
into them and it takes a lot of effort to clean up the mess.

The reports can be found on www.ecan.govt.nz and enter “healthy estuary” in
the site search box. They make very interesting reading if you are concerned
about the water quality of the Estuary and its rivers.

Alex Drysdale

On Wednesday, February 11, and as the first annual Seaweek 2009 event the
Ihutai Trust together with the Christchurch City Council Park Rangers division
will host the 10th annual “Farewell to the Godwits” celebration to mark the
incredible journey of the Eastern Bar-Tailed Godwit. Since the first ceremony
in 1999 where 45 people joined us the event has gained momentum and this
year well over 1,000 members of the public are expected to come and have
a closer look at this truly amazing bird.

When: Wednesday, 11 February at  6:30pm, meet at the end of Rockinghorse
Road on the Southshore Spit reserve. Consider catching the bus number 5
(Hornby-Southshore) as parking can be scarce.
What: Andrew Crossland, our local expert on the Godwits we tell us a  little
about this amazing traveller before we are divided into groups to be guided by
park rangers and local bird experts to where the birds can be seen close up.
Why on this date?  The best time to view the birds is at a very high tide which
occurs on this particular date. Godwits prefer to stay away from the shore and
remain safely on small islands within the estuary. On this particular date and
at this the tide will be too high for these “people shy” birds to stay on islands
and need to fly over on to the spit till the tide recedes. This is the best time to
see the Godwits close up!

Ron Dougherty (Ihutai Trustee)
A friend in deed.
Ron tackled tasks in a way that was reassuring because
you knew they would be completed with precision and ex-
pertise. It was a pleasure to walk up and down his favourite
water ways listening to the stories of all the events, recent
and past, that impacted on the health and welfare of river
live. It was real life “Wind in the Willows” going down to the
river with Ron.
We will all miss Ron very deeply and we will all have to
strive to complete his mission to protect all our rivers.

www.estuary.org.nz

What is all the fuss about the Godwits?
Bar-tailed Godwits are large brown wading birds, who breed in near 24 hour
daylight in the Arctic Tundra of Western Alaska. Taking advantage of the Arctic
summer, they raise their chicks on a diet of insects and other arthropods.  When
the weather cools off around September the Godwits prepare to overwinter to
much a warmer climate in Fiji, Australia and New Zealand. A few hundred go to
Fiji, some 15,000 go to Eastern Australia but the majority, some 80,000 birds, are
destined for various points along the NZ coastline. The journey is a whopping 10-
12,000 km long, and flown as rapidly as just 6 and a half days non stop taking
advantage of high altitude winds which allow to fly at  an average speed for close
to 100km/hr.

Late September sees the first of some 1300-2000 Godwits arrive safely in our
very own Avon-Heathcote Estuary who join the hundred juveniles who over
wintered here.  Godwits’ diet here comprises of polycheate worms and mudcrabs.
By the time March comes around, the Godwits are ready to depart again for their
breeding grounds in Alaska. This time however they travel back via China’s
yellow Sea, Korea and Japan finally crossing the Bering Sea to their destination.

Is it any wonder that we want to celebrate this amazing traveller and “wish them
well” on their long and dangerous journey back home. So remember; between
September and March, keep your dogs on the leash as to not disturb this or any
bird needing the rest and feed whilst on our Shores and Estuaries. Walk past the
birds between the flock and the dunes to prevent them feeling threatened and
disturbed. The Trust members and City Council rangers look forward to answer-
ing any other questions you may have and showing you the birds on February
11. See you there.

Tanya Jenkins

10th Annual
Farewell Godwitsto the
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The difficulties and tragic accidents with the ocean section of the pipeline have been
well covered in the media. The ocean section was always recognised as having high
risks because of the weather, but none of us anticipated the accidents and deaths that
have occurred. Our thoughts are with the families who have been so affected by this
project.

The construction of the pipeline from the ponds to the surf line was also technically
challenging, but the tunnelling of the pipeline under the Estuary, South New Brighton
Domain and Jellicoe St went without a hitch. The Ihutai Trust advocated for tunnelling
right from the start, and are appreciative that the Council chose this option. Trenching
the pipeline would have caused major disruption to the South New Brighton commu-
nity and would have had devastating affects on the ecology of the estuary with large
amounts of sediment being mobilised.

During the winter you may have noticed a barge on the Estuary being used to extract

Birdlife Report

The Bar-tailed Godwits returned 2-3 weeks earlier than usual in 2008, the first influx
being noted on 7 September, when numbers jumped to 274 birds from the 64 over-
wintering birds that had been present three days before. Following counts were 326 on
8 September; 394 on 15 September and 1036 on 28 September. The godwits keep
arriving throughout October with 1600 - 2000 expected by early November. Occa-
sionally, other species of migratory wader arrive with the Bar-tailed Godwits and the
first to be observed this year are 2 Asiatic Black-tailed Godwits which were present at
Southshore Spit on 28 September. These are much rarer in New Zealand than the Bar-
tailed Godwits with only a handful recorded each year. They come from breeding
grounds in Northern Asia.

The breeding season on the Bromley Oxidation Ponds is in full swing with 2806 New
Zealand Scaup present, many of which are nesting. Islands in the ponds currently
support a minimum 145 nests of 4 cormorant species - including 92 Pied Cormorant
nests; 27+ Black Cormorant nests; 25 Little Cormorant nests and 1 nest of Little Black
Cormorants. The latter is the first confirmed nesting of the Little Black Cormorant in
Canterbury and is possibly the first confirmed nesting in the entire South Island.

Locally breeding Pied Stilts have been taking a hammering this year at all nesting
areas around the estuary. This is the third breeding season in a row that predation
levels have been extremely high and Black-backed Gulls and high numbers of both
Norway and Ship Rats, rather than cats are to blame. A census of Pied Stilt numbers
on 29 September found a total of 66 for the estuary - the lowest for more than a decade.
Charlesworth Wetland with 36 birds and Bexley Wetland with 24 both held less than
half their usual breeding numbers, while long-time nesting areas, McCormacks Bay
and the Heathcote Loop both held only a pair each. City Council rangers have doubled
their predator control efforts with new lines of tamper-proof rat bait stations and stoat
traps being put out, but the large numbers of Black-backed Gulls remain a big problem.
The gulls moved to the estuary after the closure of the Burwood landfill a couple of
years ago and have switched to hunting natural prey when their ability to scavenge at
the Burwood dump disappeared. Numbers of hunting Black-backed Gulls on the
estuary are now very high and they are frequently reported preying on the eggs,
chicks and ducklings of other estuary birds.

Andrew Crossland

The Trust is fortunate to receive funding support from Environment Canterbury and
from the Canterbury Community Trust to involve university students in research
projects over the summer. We receive well documented research and the students
gain practical skills and knowledge on a relevant projects. They may go on to use the
Estuary as a focus for honours or post graduate study.

In May we will have a public meeting at which the students present their findings - look
out for the notices promoting this - everyone is welcome.

This summer we have four student projects:

1.  A project to map the current distribution of foraminiferans within sediments,
through the Avon-Heathcote Estuary, and correlate their distribution with salinity, depth
and sediment characteristics. Foraminifera are small protozoans that are abundant in
the surface sediments of estuaries, and respond to ecological variables such as
salinity, sedimentation rate and oxygen levels. They are widely used as indicators of
palaeoenvironments and reflect changes in salinity, temperature, wave energy and
eutrophication. They have never been systematically mapped and quantified in the
Avon-Heathcote Estuary, and this project aims to do that for the first time.

2. An evaluation of bird abundance and feeding activity in and around the
Avon-Heathcote Estuary. There is some previous information available on the
feeding behaviour of the birds in the Estuary, but anecdotal information suggests that
this may have changed over the last 15-20 years. The aim of the present study is to
assess bird feeding success quantitatively in relation to the quality and availability of
the food resources. The resources available to birds may change with the operation of
the ocean pipeline in 2009 and the subsequent removal of large quantities of nitrogenous

waste from the Estuary.   The project will focus on selected species and may include
oystercatchers, pied stilts, godwits, white-faced herons, and black swans. Of particular
interest is the feeding effectiveness of birds in the intertidal areas within the Charlesworth
marsh and selected areas inside the Estuary, and up the rivers with different nutrient
loads.

3.  Evaluation of the cockle resources of the Avon-Heathcote Estuary.
Cockles are the dominant shellfish in the Estuary and it is important to assess the
shellfish resources before the ocean pipeline becomes operational in 2009. The last
time a similar study was done was by Stephensen in 1981.  The project will map the
abundance, population structure and biomass of cockles. The distribution and biomass
data will be mapped using GPS to establish the current extent of the shellfish beds
and areas of juvenile recruitment. As part of the same study, the presence/absence of
other dominant species, mudcrabs, mudsnails, seagrass, and sea lettuce would be
recorded.

4. Identifying faunal habitats within newly constructed wetlands.
This project will quantify the macrofauna in the mudflats of of Charlesworth reserve
and other saltmarsh areas in the estuary. The taxa will be identified and the faunal
biomass estimated. The project will include comparison of invertebrates in saltmarshes
at different stages of development and plant biodiversity.

2009/10 Summer
In preparation for the following summer (2009/10) we are submitting student project
proposals with our December application to the Canterbury Community Trust.

Chrissie Williams

water for pressure testing the pipeline. The contractors advised the Trust of this
activity but we did not anticipate any negative effects from this procedure.

The pump house on the shores of the Estuary round from Pleasant Point Yacht Club
is nearly complete. During its construction access around the outside of the oxidation
ponds has been restricted. The Trust will be working with the Council to have this
area opened up for walking access when construction work is complete.

The completion date for the pipeline is scheduled for February 2009, with commis-
sioning occurring later in the year. The existing resource consent to discharge
wastewater to the Estuary expires in September 2009 so the ocean pipeline has to be
in action by then, removing wastewater discharge with its high nutrient load from the
estuary.

Chrissie Williams

Charlesworth Wetland Maintenance Group

The Ihutai Trust has long been interested in the redevelopment of the Charlesworth
Wetland area.  Several successful  planting days have been organised over the past
few years to assist the CCC in the redevelopment of this area which is bounded by
Linwood Ave/Humphries Drive, Charlesworth Street  and backing on to the Ferrymead
business area on Ferry Road.   But we soon learned that the actual planting of trees and
shrubs is probably the easy and fun part of the redevelopment. According to Andrew
Crossland, CCC Park Ranger, a large percentage of the plants die due to drought and
weed crowding.  That’s such a shame and a waste so the Trust suggested establishing
a Charlesworth Maintenance team to help Andrew with watering and weeding. We
started in May 2008 with a few keen volunteers who  met Andrew every second
Sunday at the reserve between 3 and 5 pm to help where we could. We very quickly
gained the nickname of “Andrews’ little helpers” and  are thoroughly enjoying our
fortnightly 2 hour social and fun afternoons, doing whatever needs to be done to assist
plant growth. To date we have spend 154 hours weeding, planting and watering and
intend to keep this team going indefinitely. If you are interested to assist occasionally,
please contact me at tanya.jenkins@paradise.net.nz  or call me on 980 4800 to
register. We will be working on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month in 2009.

Tanya Jenkins

Andrew Crossland:
finalist at Resource Management Awards

The Ihutai Trust agreed that Andrew was most deserving of being nominated for the
Prestigious  “Resource Management Award”, bi-annually organised by Environment
Canterbury last October.  Andrew was nominated for his outstanding achievements in
raising the awareness and improving the value of our local Christchurch wetland
habitats and the birdlife it hosts. Andrew first became involved in “all things wetland”
when he was only 14 years old and conducted a survey on the status of the Pied Stilt
for a school project. Since then he has dedicated himself entirely to preserve local
wetland remnants that were, in those days, not the best!  Thanks to research con-
ducted by Andrew, on a mainly voluntary basis, a viable long term vision of how
wetland areas could be protected has been formed. Bird population declines have been
reversed,  damaged ecosystems rebuilt and are slowly returning to their original state.
Andrew has been a key advisor to local council on all facets of the local wetland
ecosystems and biodiversity enhancement. We are thrilled to announce that Andrew
made it to the finalists list, chosen from a very strong field of environmentalists from
around the Canterbury region. Congratulations Andrew, the Ihutai Trust and I am sure
the public of Christchurch are extremely proud of your achievements.

Tanya Jenkins

Charlesworth Wetland,
Birds & more...

Ocean Outfall
Construction

Bird Count as at 11/12/2008

492 Black Swan
2065 Canada Goose
322 Paradise Shelduck
32 Royal Spoonbill
63 Variable Oystercatcher
1048 South Island Pied Oystercatcher
1420 Eastern Bar-Tailed Godwit
142 Pied Stilt

Student Research Projects
SUMMER 08/09
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One of the more significant goals in the Ihutai Manage-
ment Plan is to, “Work towards the Estuary being rec-
ognised as a wetland of international importance and
registered on the Ramsar list when sufficient improve-
ments have been made to the health of the Estuary”

As the city’s new ocean outfall will be commissioned mid this year we now feel the time
is right to start consulting the community about our goal for achieving Ramsar Status for
the Estuary. In January the Trust will begin an extensive community consultation
process which will form an important part of the application for Ramsar Status. Read on
to find out more about this exciting project.

Background
The Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty adopted on 2 February 1971
in the Iranian city of Ramsar.  Although now commonly know as the Ramsar Conven-
tion, it is the first of the intergovernmental treaties on the conservation and sustainable use
of natural resources.

The name of the treaty, The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance espe-
cially as Waterfowl Habitat, reflects the original emphasis in the 1970’s upon the conser-
vation and wise use of wetlands primarily as habitat for water birds. Over the years,
however, the Convention has broadened its scope of implementation to cover all
aspects of wetland conservation and wise use*, recognizing wetlands as ecosystems
that are extremely important for biodiversity conservation and for the well-being of
human communities.

There are nine criteria to be considered when applying for registration on the list. (The
criteria are listed below). The Trust believes that the Estuary meets the criteria and
intends to apply for Ramsar status once sufficient improvements have been made to the
health of the Estuary as a result of the commissioning of the ocean outfall in mid 2009.

The Trust has a goal to list the Estuary as a “Wetland of International Importance”
because we believe it will bring about increased understanding and prestige for this
important wetland area. This in turn will increase both the government’s and the
community’s support for the conservation and sustainable use of the Estuary into the
future.

The Ramsar Convention, whilst not providing legal protection in itself (and has no
punitive sanctions for violations of or defaulting upon treaty commitments), does constitute

a solemn treaty and is binding in international law in that sense.  New Zealand is
currently a contracting party to the Convention and there are currently six Ramsar
registered sites: Waituna Lagoon, (Southland), Farewell Spit, Whangamarino, (Waikato),
Kopuatai Peat Dome (Waikato), The Firth of Thames, Manawatu River Mouth and
Estuary.

What does registration involve?
The organisation applying for registration must complete an application form describing
every feature of the estuary in detail; its ecology, botany, zoology, limnology, hydrology
and so forth. It also must also consult all landowners neighbouring the site and with iwi,
territorial local authorities, regional councils, Fish and Game Council and other relevant
NGO and local interest groups. All issues raised during consultation must be identified
and recorded as to how they were resolved/actioned. Additionally, the application must
identify the factors to be addressed in an operational management plan which includes
future site monitoring and reporting.
This documentation is processed by the Department of Conservation and signed off by
the Minister of Conservation. The application then goes to Switzerland, to the Ramsar
Secretariat for approval.

Registering the Estuary as a Ramsar Site would:
w endorse the principles that the Convention represents
w increase international and national prestige and recognition
w encourage national and international cooperation on wetland issues
w increase publicity and prestige for the wetland
w increase the potential for eco-tourism and education
w increase the possibility of support for conservation and wise use measurers
w bring access to the latest information and advice such as guidelines on applications

of the wise use concept, and guidelines on management planning in wetlands
w provide an impetus to improve the water quality in the rivers and Estuary and to

recognise all the values the Estuary has

Plan of Action
Over the next few months AHEIT will be talking with all the groups listed above and
gather the information necessary to complete the registration. There are two public
meetings being held to discuss “Ramsar Status for the Avon Heathcote Estuary”

w 12 February  7.30pm at Pleasant Point Yacht Club
w 17 February 7.30pm at the Mt Pleasant Community Centre

If, in the meantime, you would like to know more about Ramsar please check the
Ramsar web site www.ramsar.org or our website, www.estuary.org.nz. Alternatively
email our coordinator, coordinator@estuary.org.nz or phone 384-2160.

Group A of the Criteria.
Sites containing representative, rare or unique wetland types

Criterion 1: A wetland should be considered internationally important ifit contains a
representative, rare, or unique example of a natural or near-natural wetland type found
within the appropriate biogeographical region.

Group B of the Criteria. Sites of international importance for conserving biological
diversity; Criteria based on species and ecological communities

Criterion 2: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports
vulnerable, endangered, or critically endangered species or threatened ecological
communities.

Criterion 3: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports
populations of plant and/or animal species important for maintaining the biological diversity
of a particular biogeographical region.

Criterion 4: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports plant
and/or animal species at a critical stage in their life cycles, or provides refuge during
adverse conditions.

Specific criteria based on water birds
Criterion 5: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly
supports 20,000 or more water birds.

Criterion 6: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly
supports 1% of the individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of water bird.

Specific criteria based on fish
Criterion 7: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports a
significant proportion of indigenous fish subspecies, species or families, life-history
stages, species interactions and/or populations that are representative of wetland benefits
and/or values and thereby contributes to global biological diversity.

Criterion 8: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it is an important
source of food for fishes, spawning ground, nursery and/or migration path on which fish
stocks, either within the wetland or elsewhere, depend.

Specific criteria based on other taxa
Criterion 9: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly
supports 1% of the individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of wetland-
dependent non-avian animal species.

*Wise Use The term “wise use” relates to the sustainable utilisation of wetlands for the
benefits of humankind in a way compatible with the maintenance of natural properties of
the ecosystem.

There are presently 158 Contracting Parties to the Convention, with 1828 wetland
sites, totalling 168 million hectares designated for inclusion on the Ramsar list.

Wetlands of International Importance

Ramsar Criteria

“Andrew’s
Little Helpers”

...in action
@

Charlesworth
Wetland Reserve

Found in December at Charlesworth Wetland Reserve: one duck
caught in and died due to litter.  Rubbish in the bins NOT the
streets, saves birdlife.
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Events
Seaweek 2009    1-8 March
One Ocean - It Star ts With Me
Kotahi Moana - Ka Timata Mai I Ahau

Seaweek is a national event to celebrate and raise awareness of our unique coastal
and marine environment.  Visit the national website for information, competitions and
national Seaweek events www.seaweek.org.nz

Wednesday, 11 February Annual Farewell to the Godwits/Kuaka at South Shore
Join the ceremony to farewell the eastern bar tailed godwits followed with a guided tour
to view the birds. See these wonderful jet setters before they migrate back to Alaska
and Siberia.
Cost: FREE - no bookings required
Who: Suit all ages.
When: 6:30pm   No dogs please!
Where: Meet at the end of Rockinghorse Road, Christchurch.
Bus no 5 (Hornby-Southshore)

Thursday, 12 February RAMSAR status for the Avon-Heathcote Estuary
Information re meaning of this status as a wetland of International Importance, what
does it involve, what does mean, how would the Estuary benefit?
Cost: Free
Who: Everyone who values, enjoys or utilises our Avon-Heathcote Estuary
When: 7:30pm
Where: Pleasant Point Yacht Club, located past the intersection of the Dyers Road/
Bridge Street roundabout

Tuesday, 17 February RAMSAR status for the Avon-Heathcote Estuary
Information re the meaning of this status as a wetland of International Importance, what
does it involve, what does mean, how would the Estuary benefit?
Cost: Free
Who: Everyone who values, enjoys or utilises our Avon-Heathcote Estuary
When: 7:30pm
Where: MtPleasant Community Centre, McCormacks Bay Road

Sunday, 8 March  Clean up Charlesworth Wetland Reserve
This precious wetland area needs desperate cleaning of rubbish which endanger the
bird wildlife. Bring  children for a “Wetland Detective Activity” with small prizes to be
won.
Suit ALL ages.
When: Anytime  between 3-5pm
Where: Charlesworth Wetland reserve, meet at Charlesworth Street Carpark (off Ferry
Road)

Saturday, 21 March - Family fishing fun day on the Avon River
Try a spot of fishing on the river. Spot Prizes, fish craft, Hellers sausage sizzle and
much more
Cost: FREE
Who: Families with children of all ages ( Adult supervision required)
When; 2:30-4:30


