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Chair’s message  

 
Autumn and winter round the estuary edge are 
going to be a busy time and please help us if you 

can! We currently have 4 restoration projects on 
the go – at South Brighton Park, Thistledown  
Reserve (in Woolston), McCormacks Bay and of 

course at Charlesworth Wetland Reserve.  As  
always, the cooler and wetter months are great 
for planting at those sites. In another section of 

this newsletter Tanya has written more about 
each of the projects and given you information on 
how you can help. 

 
In February, Lesley Bolton-Ritchie, coastal  
scientist with Environment Canterbury, presented 

a comprehensive overview to the Trust Board on 
the state of water quality in the Estuary.  The 
ecosystem health monitoring programme began 

in 2007, so we now have a very good database to 
work with. Generally it appears that the news is 

good and that across most measures water  
quality is improving as a result of the ocean  
outfall being commissioned. Under this  

programme, nutrients, dissolved oxygen and  
suspended sediments are monitored. There are 
some patches still of concern, such as the  

Humphrey’s Drive and Sandy Point areas.  
At those sites we seem to be seeing constant  
contamination as a result of drainage from the 

waste treatment plant farmland and also from 
the Heathcote River. It was also slightly worrying 
to hear that across all sites there is a high level 

of nitrates/nitrites/nitrogen; the reason for this is 
not clear, and one of the suspected causes may 
be the high levels from the sources of the two  

rivers. Lesley hopes to do more work on this. 
 
Enjoy reading the rest of this newsletter and 

don’t forget if you want a day out in winter come 
to one of our working bees. 
Cheers 

Bill Simpson 

Annual   “Mother of all Clean ups”   

 

Mother’s Day Weekend 

 

Saturday,  7 MAY  
 

After a successful trial run in May 2015 where we 

cleaned up 5km of the Lower Heathcote River,  

we are now ready to take on the enormous  

challenge of cleaning up the entire length of the 

Heathcote and Avon Rivers and the estuary edge.  

Dozens of community groups have signed up as 

“site co-ordinators’ who will be responsible for 

their chosen section to remove carelessly  

discarded rubbish for proper disposal.  The city 

waterways have been divided into 3 main areas 

where groups will conduct clean ups between 

10am and 3pm. 

 

The estuary is   

co-ordinated by 

the Estuary Trust. 

The Avon River is 

co-ordinated by 

Avon/Otakaro 

River Network. 

The Heathcote 

River is  

co-ordinated by 

the Heathcote/Opawaho River Network. 

 

One site where we would like you, our members, 

to come and assist the board members is along 

Humphreys Drive.  From the Windsurf Club Car-

park to the Heathcote River Bridge. Both sides of 

the street. Starting at 10am. 

 

For further details of this site plus all other sites  

check our website regularly www.estuary.org.nz 

or our facebook page for updates. 

 

 
Photo—Estuary Trust members cleaning up a section 
of the Heathcote River bank in 2015 



 

CONTACT US; 
 

By Post;  Estuary Trust PO Box 19802, 

Woolston, Christchurch 8062 

 

By Email; info@estuary.org.nz 

Our website; www.estuary.org.nz 

Board Members; 
 

Chair/spokesperson 

Bill Simpson .....................388 6261 

 

Vice-Chair 

Islay Marsden...... ............348 8598 

 

Secretary 

Karen Banwell...................329 9344 
 

Treasurer 

Martin Maguire  ................384 4851 

 

Committee 

Colleen Phillip ...................981 8556 

Chrissie Williams ...............377 1176 

Ruth Dyson ......................384 9590 

Evan Smith ................029-739 9796  

Kit Doudney .................... 376 6432 

Mal Clarbrough .................384 0640 

Ann Kennedy.....................352 7253 

Jo Hooker ........................944 0788 

 
 

Coordinator/Administrator 

Tanya Jenkins .............027 224 5627 

 

NeXT NEWSLETTER JUNE 
 
 

 
Our vision  

 

Communities working together for 
Clean Water 
Open Space 
Safe Recreation  
and Healthy Ecosystems 
that we can all enjoy and respect 
 
Toi tu te taongaa iwi 
Toi tu te taonga a Tane` 
Toi tu te taonga a Tangaroa 
Toi tu te iwi 
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Monitoring project in  

Charlesworth Reserve Update 

 

Utilising the expertise from ecologist Denise Ford, 20 

tracking tunnels have been placed aiming to find  

evidence of predators in the reserve and more  

importantly to check if the 10 years of planting have 

resulted in more diverse animal species. We are  

hoping to see signs of a variety of insects and lizards. 

You can follow the monitoring results by visiting our 

website on www.estuary.org.nz   

In the menu bar click on “projects” and there you will 

see Charlesworth Reserve listed as one of our projects. 

Once you click on this project you will find a link to 

“Nature Watch” where all monitoring data is recorded 

for your viewing.  

Photo; An opportunity to view the Godwits up close 
was enjoyed by many people of all ages. 

REPORTS on recent events 

 
The annual ESTUARY FEST held on 5th March was very 

successful this year. The Estuary Trust is proud to be 

involved in the organisation of this wonderful family ori-

entated event. Thousands of members of the public 

from all ages enjoyed a sunny afternoon where they 

were entertained as well as educated. Displays on birds 

of our Estuary, live Whitebait,  competitions and plans 

for the future of our estuary and rivers, education on 

animal and plant pests were all part of the day. 
 

The annual FAREWELL TO THE GODWITS  ceremony 

was held on the 9th March where  just over 350 atten-

dees enjoyed a free sausage sizzle, music and the key 

reason for attending—a guided walk to view these little  

migrating birds up close. Some 1,800 Godwits have 

spent our Summer here with us and were ready to take 

off back to their breeding grounds in Alaska. The  

ceremony is about wishing these amazing migrators a 

safe journey which takes them 8 days (10,000km) to a 

rest and feeding stop in China before continuing their 

flight home which is a further 5 day (7,000 km) flight.  
 

This year was the 19th time this event was hosted by 

the Estuary Trust/ Christchurch City Council park rang-

ers/Radio the Breeze/ and ‘Birds NZ’ (ornithological So-

ciety). 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



CHARLESWORTH  
WETLAND RESERVE  

 

Photo- Estuary Trust 

Board member Islay Mars-

den (wearing our  logo on 

vest) guides members of 

the public around 

Charlesworth  

Reserve showing the  

progress of the restoration 

efforts. 

Working bee dates; 

APRIL Sunday 3rd        2 till 4pm 

MAY   Sunday 1st        2 till 4pm 

          Sunday 15th  Annual planting event 

     from 10am till 12 noon 

JUNE Sunday 5th  2 till 4 pm 

 

Tools and gloves provided. Wear closed footwear. 

Meet at Charlesworth Street Carpark (off Ferry 

Road and beside Trees for Canterbury Native Tree 

Nursery). 

 

Restoration Projects Updates 
Are you able to assist on the occasional weekend? Choose a project 

near you and  you will be welcomed with open arms and a spade! 

MCCORMACKS BAY  
WETLAND RESERVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo- Local residents Myles and Inez planting 

some of the 820 seedlings in the Bay on Sunday 

27 March. Other tasks for working bees here  

include pruning, mulching and weeding. 

 

Working bee dates;  

APRIL Sunday 24th  2 till 4pm 

MAY   Sunday 22nd 2 till 4pm 

JUNE  Sunday 26th  2 till 4 pm 

 

Tools and gloves provided. Wear closed footwear. 

Meet at McCormacks Bay Road at the bottom of 

Maffeys Road. 
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THISTLEDOWN RESERVE 

This small but amazing wetland where freshwater 

springs bubble to the surface has been badly 

damaged during the earthquake events in 

2010/2011.   

Photo-  

Volunteers 

cutting a 

‘mountain’ of 

large 

branches into 

smaller 

lengths for easy loading onto trailers. 

 

Working bee dates;  

APRIL Saturday 30th  10am till 12 noon 

MAY    Saturday 28th  10am till 12 noon 

JUNE   Saturday 25th  10am till 12 noon 

 

Tools and gloves provided.  Wear closed footwear 

as it is very wet and muddy in places.  Meet at 

Thistledown Place entrance to the reserve (off 

Hargood Street). 

SOUTH NEW BRIGHTON PARK 

 

Photo-Local  

residents  

supporting the  

Estuary Trust 

and City Coun-

cil Park rangers 

to  

enhance this 

stunning park. 

If you can 

spare an  

occasional  

Sunday afternoon to assist, we would love to see 

you.  

 

Working bee dates;  

APRIL Sundays 10th  & 24th   2 till 4pm 

Meet at South New Brighton Park playground. 

MAY Sundays 8th & 22nd        2 till 4pm 

Meet corners Ebbtide Street/Estuary Road.  

JUNE Sundays, 5th & 19th      2 till 4pm 

Meet at South New Brighton Park playground. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS     

April—May—June  2016 

Print this page and pin on your notice board 

April     

Wednesday, 27 7 pm Trust Board meeting  

Mt Pleasant Community Centre*** 

May     

Saturday, 7 Different 

times for 
different 

sites 

Annual “Mother of all Clean ups”.  

Covering the Estuary, Avon and Heathcote rivers. 
See our facebook for details closer to the date 

Sunday, 15 10am till 

12 noon 

Annual Charlesworth Reserve Planting 

See article in newsletter 

Wednesday, 25 7 pm Trust Board meeting for 2015 

Mt Pleasant Community Centre*** 

June     

Wednesday, 29 7pm Trust Board meeting for 2015 

Mt Pleasant Community Centre*** 

***Members are welcome to attend Trust Board meetings 
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The Estuary Trust  acknowledges support from;  

The Trust is proud to present;  

 
Version 2 of the  “Exploring an Estuary”  

Field guide 2016.   
 
This 50 page A5 size booklet is printed in full 

colour and includes; 
 

 Maps of the estuary  
 lots of photos,  
 best bird viewing guide,  

 good walking tracks guide,  
 Maori and European history ,  

 sites of special interest,  
 changes since Earthquake events 

2010/2011 and much more. 

 
Available at production costs only. This guide is 

available at $5 only + $2 postage.    To order a 
copy  you can email us at info@estuary.org.nz  


