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Chairs message By Bill Simpson 

 

This coming year looks to be a challenging year 

again for the Trust. 

 

It has become more obvious to us that the state of 

our contributing rivers has a major effect on the  

estuary.  Recent reports show that human faecal 

traces are still being found at many of the sites on 

the rivers and estuary where water quality is  

measured. This could indicate that there are still 

many broken waste water pipes in the city and that 

waste water is seeping into the stormwater system. 

For the Trust it means we must keep pushing the 

city council to improve those systems. 

 

This year we will be engaged in four restoration  

programmes; Charlesworth, McCormacks Bay,  

Thistledown Reserve and South New Brighton  

Reserve. We are fortunate that we have the skills 

and financial resources to tackle these tasks. As you 

know, we have had a long association with 

Charlesworth. At McCormacks Bay we are now in 

the second year of the restoration project and we 

expect to hand over the project to the local commu-

nity by the end of this year.  Thistledown Reserve in 

Woolston is an unusual project for us; this is a small 

reserve in a suburban setting. There are natural 

springs and stormwater pipes which then drain into 

Steam Wharf Creek. With financial help from the 

community board we plan to set up a local mainte-

nance team so that native plants can be re-

established. But this is a short team project, we aim 

to have it completed within 12 months. At South 

Brighton a local volunteer has been trying to estab-

lish a community team for planting, weeding and 

mulching. We are now in a position to offer assis-

tance and have asked the community board there 

for extra financial help as well.  These are all great 

projects. I have noticed that over the past few years 

the Trust has become known to local community 

groups and city council staff and councillors because 

of our work at Charlesworth and McCormacks Bay. 

As a result, it is often easier for us to be an advo-

cate when people know that we have been prepared 

to do the hard yards as well. 

 

Charlesworth Reserve receiving help during 

2015. By Tanya Jenkins 

 

Wonderful to had the enthusiasm from Rawhiti 

School Room 6 during 2015 with a monthly visit 

from the 24 students to plant, collect litter, weed 

and learn about the values of wetlands. The 

schools aims to have another set of students  

continue the work this coming year. 

 

We also had  an end of year’s spruce up thanks to 

the effort of 18 American students and their  

tutors  from Virginia Tech. The students were in 

New Zealand for several weeks as part of the 

study “Sustainability/Sustaining Human and  

Natural Environment”. At the end of December 

they spent 3 hours at the reserve collecting 30 

bags of litter along the Humphries Drive edge of 

the wetland and were able to weed about half a 

hectare of densely planted flaxes, kowhai and tus-

sock. 



 

CONTACT US; 
 

By Post;  Estuary Trust PO Box 19802, 

Woolston, Christchurch 8062 

 

By Email; info@estuary.org.nz 

Our website; www.estuary.org.nz 
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Bill Simpson .....................388 6261 
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Karen Banwell...................329 9344 
 

Treasurer 

Martin Maguire  ................384 4851 

 

Committee 

Colleen Phillip ..................981 8556 

Chrissie Williams ..............377 1176 

Ruth Dyson .....................384 9590 

Evan Smith ...............029-739 9796  

Kit Doudney ................... 376 6432 

Mal Clarbrough ................384 0640 

Ann Kennedy....................352 7253 

Jo Hooker ........................944 0788 

 
 

Coordinator/Administrator 

Tanya Jenkins .............027 224 5627 
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Our vision  

 

Communities working together for 
Clean Water 
Open Space 
Safe Recreation  
and Healthy Ecosystems 
that we can all enjoy and respect 
 
Toi tu te taongaa iwi 
Toi tu te taonga a Tane` 
Toi tu te taonga a Tangaroa 
Toi tu te iwi 
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Monitoring project In Charlesworth Reserve 

Utilising the expertise from ecologist Denise Ford, 20 

tracking tunnels have been placed aiming to find  

evidence of predators in the reserve and more  

importantly to check if the 10 years of planting have 

resulted in a more diverse animal species. We are  

hoping to see signs of a variety of insects and lizards. 

You can follow the monitoring results by visiting our 

website and go to “Charlesworth reserve project”. 

 

Other interesting news is that the estuary has been  

visited by a male and a female Australian Chestnut-

breasted Shelduck (see photo), the close Australian 

cousin of our own Paradise Shelduck. There's generally 

only a handful of these in NZ at any one time and these 

are about the 4th record for the estuary. They were at 

Sandy Point  roosting and feeding over high tide 

amongst Paradise Shelducks and Black Swans. This  

species has occasionally bred in NZ but has never  

established a viable population here. Its likely these two 

have crossed the Tasman as conditions over there dry 

up with the onset of summer. 

IT WORKED!! By Andrew Crossland  CCC Park Ranger 

 

After quite a few years with no critically endangered 

Black-billed Gulls nesting at Charlesworth Wetland, the 

re-gravelling of the islands with the help of the student 

army seems to have been the catalyst for the gulls to  

return. Although bizarrely they've chosen an island that 

wasn't regravelled (although it was sprayed). I'm con-

vinced it was the sudden reappearance of the stones 

that attracted them in to the site (and they may well 

have chosen this particular island as it’s the furtherest 

from disturbance sources - the road, etc).    

Some 70-80 Black-bills (with a few Red-bills) took up 

residence and began mating and nest building. Hope-

fully as long as they aren't disturbed, we'll have our  

estuary mixed species small gull colony back - 5 years 

after the quakes and the last breeding. 



CHARLESWORTH  
WETLAND RESERVE  

 

We were honoured to receive a Civic Trust com-

mendation award recently. A reward for collabora-

tion between 

the Estuary 

Trust, City 

Council Parks 

Ranger  

Andrew Cross-

land and dedi-

cation from 

the  

volunteers. 

 

Working bee dates; 

Every Sunday  between 3—5pm 

Tools and gloves provided. Wear closed footwear. 

Meet at Charlesworth Street Carpark (off Ferry 

Road and beside Trees for Canterbury Native Tree 

Nursery) 

 

Restoration Projects Updates 
Are you able to assist on the occasional Sunday? Choose a project 

near you and  you will be welcomed with open arms and a spade! 

MCCORMACKS BAY  
WETLAND RESERVE 

In it’s second year, the results of volunteer 

working bees are now clearly visible.  
 

Working bee dates;  

Sundays between 2 and 4pm 

January 24, February 28, March 27   

 

Tools and gloves provided. Wear closed foot-

wear. Meet at McCormacks Bay Road at the 

bottom of Maffeys Road. 
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THISTLEDOWN RESERVE 

NEW—  one year project  

Another collaboration between City Council park 

rangers, the Estuary Trust and local residents to 

restore and enhance this little gem of a wetland 

back to it’s pre earthquake glory.   

This small but amazing fresh water source to  

Steam Wharf Creek is only 2,500 m2 in size and 

is a habitat for Short Finned eel. Freshwater 

springs bubble to the surface in this earthquake 

damaged reserve.  

Working bee dates;  

Saturdays between 10am and 12 noon 

 

January 30, February 27, March 26  

 

Tools and gloves provided.  Wear closed foot-

wear.  

Meet at Thistledown Place entrance to the re-

serve (off Hargood Street). 

 

 

SOUTH NEW BRIGHTON PARK 

Since the earthquake events this park has been 

somewhat neglected. Supporting the City Council’s 

Parks Ranger Pieter Borcherds and local residents it 

is hoped that we can achieve as much here as with 

our other restoration projects. Past plantings and 

natural regeneration need weeding, mulching,  

watering and pruning.  If you can spare an occa-

sional Sunday afternoon to assist, we would love to 

see you. Contact; Scott Butcher 022— 343 9069 

 

Working bee dates;  

Sundays between 2—4pm 

January  31  

Meet cnr Ebbtide St/Estuary Rd  
 

February 14 and 28 

Meet at Sth New Brighton Park  

playground 
 

March 13 and 27 

Meet cnr Ebbtide St/Estuary Rd  
  
Tools provided. Wear closed footwear and bring 

gardening gloves   



Annual   MOTHER EARTH  - Giant Waterways Clean Up 

 
Saturday,  7 MAY  

 

After a successful trial run in May 2015 we are now ready to take on the entire length of the 

Heathcote and Avon rivers, the estuary edge and wetland areas such as Travis, Charlesworth 

and McCormacks Bay.   

 
Register with us to “adopt a stretch of the estuary or river” where you and friends, club, class or 
residents association will join others to clean our waterways of discarded litter.  Guidance,  
rubbish bags and gloves will be provided. Litter collected from your patch will be disposed of 
properly.  You can choose the time to suit you anywhere between 10am and 3pm. 
 
Email us on info@estuary.org.nz if you are keen to assist and we will discuss which waterway, 
closest to your group you wish clean up.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS     

January—February—March  2016 

Print this page and pin on your notice board 

January     

Monday, 24 7 pm Trust Board meeting  

Mt Pleasant Community Centre*** 

February     

Wednesday, 24 7 m Trust Board meeting for 2015 

Mt Pleasant Community Centre*** 

March     

Saturday, 5 1—5pm Estuary Fest at McCorrmacks Bay—FREE 

Celebrating the value of our Estuary 
Entertainment for the whole family; music, games, 

food stalls, information displays. 

Sunday, 6 4—5pm Guided walk at Charlesworth Wetland Reserve 

“Wetland  restoration project 10 years on... “ 
 Suitable all ages Meet at Charlesworth Street carpark 

Wednesday, 9 6pm Annual “Farewell to the Godwits” celebration 

Free sausages, music and guided walk to view these 
unique migrating birds before they return to their 

nesting grounds in Alaska. Meet at Southshore Spit 
Reserve—end of Rockinghorse Road 

Wednesday, 30 7 pm Trust Board meeting  

Mt Pleasant Community Centre*** 

***Members are welcome to attend Trust Board meetings 
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